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In Bear Country, 

as excitement was mounting. 
The waiting was down 
To ten hours and counting. 


The holly was hung. 

The presents were bought. 
A magnificent Christmas 
Salmon was caught. 









PAR M 
i - l |! А 1 UA ۱ | | M ፍ 
[ WW MALO СҮТ! Қ ۳ | 
بت‎ x 


መሥ ሠ 
b E. A = ¥ መ fe Mtge 
% CO መመ » E. = 





E 2 
ኣነ, >. ተሸ T “а 
Е қат TM 4” : pa ሕመ A ж/ 
N 13 M H AS ۰ Er u m Y РА 
ЧУ ፣ ን” қылы M A ۷ ۱ i [ых እኢ ፍር STS c Ж 


+ \ 


ж” 


۳۳ - 
L| 
di 
7? ار‎ 
ዘዳን ኔኔ 
)' 
፡ 
۱ 
ы Y 
4 


ኣሓ 
s 
Mey 
ነ 
і 
f 


m 
і 





And now it was time 
For the most fun of all— 
Getting the tree! 














A tree full and fat, 
Straight, green, and tall, 
With oodles of needles 
And crannies and nooks 
For the bears to hang 
Their tree things by hooks. 


“The tree things!” cried Pop 
With the jolliest shout. 
“Our wonderful tree things! 
Let’s get them out!” 


заң 


#5 


A 
>. 





They had quite a collection. 
There were bangles and bells 
And bright colored balls— 
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But the bears’ fing 
Their finest by far. 
Was the thing for the 
Their Christmas tree 


St tree thing. 


top— 


star! 


It had eighteen points 

And was so glittery bright 
| That the stars of the he 
| Seemed dim in its light. 


avens 








“What ап array! 
What a display!” 
Papa Bear bragged, 
Quite carried away. 


“What a grand and glorious 
Sight it will be 

When we hang all this stuff 
On our Christmas tree. 


Why, bears will come 
From near and far 
To see how 
Christmasy we are!” 
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So, all the bears needed now, 
Don’t you see, 

All that they needed now— 
Was the tree! 
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“Now be sure to dress warmly,” 
Said wise Mama Bear. 

“There’s more than a hint 

Of snow in the air. 


And, oh yes, 

Buy our tree down t 
From Grizzly Gus. 

I am sure he wil] have 
The right tree for us.” 


he load 
















“Snow?” said Papa, 
Sniffing the air. 

“Not a chance! 

The weather today 

Will be bright and fair. 

I always can tell 

If it’s going to snow 

By a sharp shooting pain | 
In my left big toe!” “ 











“As for Gus and those trees 
Lying in stacks— 

Not for us!” Papa said, 

As he took up his ax. 
“But, Papa,” said Brother, 
-“I don't mean to fuss, a 
But Mom said to buy one 
From Grizzly Gus!” 

“One of those?” snorted Pa. 
“Fresh cut, indeed! 

They look more like some 
Overgrown evergreen weed!” 
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Brother and Sister 
ually did what Mom said, 
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He was forgetting something that day- 
That Christmas is more than show and di 
More than just tinsel and pink plastic Ph 
And stuffing yourself with sugar-nut bay, 


Тһеге was someth 
That he was forgetting— 
Christmas is for giving! 
It isn’t for getting. 
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This was a time to be thinking of others- 
Mamas, papas, sisters, brothers, 

A time to think of each neighbor and friend 
But, all that was forgotten | 
As they rounded a bend. 
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As they rounded that bend, 
What did they see? 





PAPA'S PERFECT CHRISTMas TRE 
Ej 


What a tree! What а tree! 

This surely was it! 

Its green was so green! 

Its tall didn't quit! 

Its nooks all had crannies, 

Its crannies had nooks, 

The one question was— 

Would they have enough hooks? 
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And some Squirrels and 
And one smal] chipmunk 
Also resided in that 
Christmas tree’s trunk. 
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“Though this tree,” Said Pa, 
“Seemed a find, 
It isn’t quite...” 
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There was something else 
Pa hadn’t in mind 

As they rapidly left 

Mr. Skunk’s tree behing. 


The coming great day 
Was the skunk’s Christmas 
And the squirrels’, 

And the chipmunk’s. 

If he chopped down {һе 4 
What would they do? 
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“We will find the right tree. , 
We must and we will! | 


I will ford any stream! 










Climb any hill! 


Go over Niagara Falls 
on a log!” 
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“But, please!" said Sister, 

| no » 
Ve must find a tree soon! 
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“It's late afternoon!” 


"She's right, Dad” said Brother. 
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“ላ tree, cried Papa, 


“Fine, full, and fat, 
en, and tall... 
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“Remember” said Dad, “а Christmas tree jg ۹ 
Somer. 


We cannot do without. in 
g 
Because a tree like that one straight ahead 


15 WHAT CHRISTMAS 15 ABOUT!” 
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It was quite a fine tree— 
Sedate and tall, 

Graceful and regal. 

It was also, it happened— 
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The home of an eagle: 


% 
A 
A 
PO 


SS 
===> 


ط 


SSS 
eS 


CN 


E 
N 
WS ۱ 
5 ۰ 
М" 
OY ۱ 
- WES 
ኣኳ 53 ብ 






















The eagle took off, 
While the hawk 
And the wolf 
And the great snow 
Set up 8 terrible, 
terrible how!! 


y owl 


The noise seemed to come 


From every direction. 
Then... 
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“No, that tree 
Wasn’t quite it. 
| E Its green Was too green, 
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What I had in mind. 
Come! We Still have 
А tree to find!" 
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Completely ignoring Papa’s big | 
The gnow had become a really m 

А gnow of snows! A blizzard of % “Dow? 
Why, there was snow on the gro, are 
Up to their gizzards! "0 
«Up the mountain! Follow me! 


ГІ find one soon! 
You'll see! You'll see!" 


Said Sister, quite worried. 


“| certainly hope во,” \ 


“In a snow like this, 


«That's right,” added Brother, | 
А bear could get buried!” 2 
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What Papa ва 
Through the በ 
Was a tiny wi 
Within: a 


riving snow 
ndow! 
glow, 





y breathed! 
not a wor ! 
What һе saW through t 
Was a tiny snowbird 
Busily trimming his 
Christmas tree 

With the help of the members 
Of his family. 


Pop hardl 


He spoke 
he window 


Their tree was a twig 


Decorated with seeds, 


That the tiny snowbirds 
Had collected from weeds. 
And for the first time 
That ۰ 








Maybe it was 

The tiny twig tree, 
Or maybe the seeds 
That helped Papa see 
The other guy’s needs. 
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“This,” said Pop, 

With a far-off Christmasy 

Look in his eye, 

“Is a time to think 

Of the other guy. 

A time,” he continued, 
“То be thinking of others— 
Mamas, papas, 
Sisters, brothers. 
Nature's creatures, 
Great and small, 
Fellow creatures, 
One and all” 
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“But, Papa!” said Sis. 
“What about our tree? 
The tree for our bells? 
Our bright colored balls?” 


“Yeah!” added Brother. 
“And all that stuff 
In our closets and halls?” 


“No problem,” said Pa. 
“There's no need to fuss. 
We'll go back and buy one 
From Grizzly Gus.” 









ae Pap 


ር: lrg 
Said, 
“Slip into the 


Se” 





E. oii u Y 
But when they 


БО ban 
To the Christmas BE 
| The lot was Still the, Be 
እ е, 


7 SS 


A 
× 
*. / ۱ ” 
E ፖ 
/ x^ : ~ 
ኝ / “ < 
ም 


А j 
SON 


ረመ 
/ 
/ 


i 
| 
L 
A 
i 
| 1 
| 
| 
| 4 
ከ ለ 
۱ 
| i 
( 
! 
М 
| at 
| | 
l| 
| | f 
| 3 
| ۷ 


ኣሪ a 


|” 9 — 


Ss 





But the trees were not! 


Only а sign 

Saying, SORRY, SOLD OUT, 
And some tired old needles 
Lying about. 
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When Sis saw those needles— 

Well, she thought she might < 
: Ty. 

But then something wondrou 
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Caught her eye! 


“LOOK!” she shouted— 











“Somebody has decorated our HOUSE |” 











And somebody had— 

The chipmunk, the skunk, 
The crows, and the grouse, 
The eagle, the owl, 

And all of the others, 

And quite a few 

Of their sisters and brothers, 
Were returning the kindness 
Pa showed those snowbirds. 


The bears, they were speechless. 
They just had no words. 


All of the bears’ 

Tree things were there— 
The bangles, the bells, 
The musical bear, 

The Christmas tree star, 
The Santa Bear sled. ... 
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Then a Very special starry light 
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And their fellow creatures, 


One and all, 


Nature's creatures, 


Great and small. 
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“Your remark,” said Papa, 
“Shows wit and perception. 
But in the case of the salmon, 
Well make an exception!” 
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